
Understanding Environmental Flows

The right environmental flows strategy for your project depends on its specific setting, water values, and regulatory 
context. Trinity Consultants brings the expertise to develop a tailored approach that carries your project from early 
engagement through operations and compliance, across hydropower, mining, and other water-intensive sectors. No 
matter where your project stands today, we can help. Learn more at trinityconsultants.ca.

ENGAGE EARLY

INVEST IN BASELINE DATA

DESIGN CONSIDERING 
ENVIRONMENTAL FLOWS

LEAD WITH THE SCIENCE

CONSIDER CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 
& CLIMATE CHANGE

Stakeholders, regulators, and Indigenous peoples shape the scope of your assessment. 
Engaging early, and documenting that input as you go, avoids delays caused when new data, 
opinions, and values surface late in the assessment.

Environmental flows assessments depend on good baseline data across disciplines, 
including hydrology, habitat, and fish surveys. Gaps in flow records or field data can lead to 
delays or more risk-averse decisions.

Thorough analysis reduces uncertainties, making regulators' jobs easier. Proponents who 
present clear, objective science and propose solutions move faster through review.

The best mitigation is built into the project from the start, saving time and cost associated 
with assessment and potential delays. Projects that treat environmental flows as an 
a�terthought may require redesign late in permitting.

Your project doesn't operate in isolation. Existing water uses, historical alteration, and 
a changing climate all a�ect what the river can sustain, and what your project needs to 
plan for.

DECIDE, STAY FLEXIBLE
Environmental flow decisions carry real trade-o�s for fish, water users, and communities. 
Structured, adaptive decision-making, revisited as new information comes in, leads to 
outcomes that hold up under scrutiny.
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